26                    A Plea for Liberty.
Hence the need for further long continuance of a social discipline which requires each man to carry on. his activities with due regard to the like claims of others to cany on their activities; and which, while it insists that he shall have all the benefits his conduct naturally brings, insists also that he shall not saddle on others the evils his conduct naturally brings : unless they freely undertake to bear them. And hence the belief that endeavours to elude this discipline will not only fail, but will bring worse evils than those to be escaped.                                                                             *
It is not, then.., chiefly in the interests of the employing classes that socialism is to be resisted, but much more in the interests of the employed classes. In one way or other production must be regulated ; and the regulators, in the nature of things, must always be a small class as compared with the actual producers. Under voluntary eo-operation as at present carried on, the regulators, pursuing their personal interests, take as large a share of the produce as they can. get; but, as we arc daily shown by Trades Union successes, are restrained in the selfish pursuit of their ends. Under that compulsory co-operation which socialism would necessitate, the regulators, pursuing their personal interests with no less selfishness, could not be met by the combined resistance of free workers ; arid their power, unchecked as now by refusals to work save on pmscril >ed. terms, would grow and ramify and consolidate till it became irresistible. The ultimate result, as I have before pointed out, must be a society like that of ancient Peru, dreadful to contemplate, in which the mass of the people, elaborately regimented in groups of jo, 50, TOO, 500, and 1000, ruled by officers of cormsponding grades, and tied to their districts, were superintended in their private lives as well an in their industries3 and toiled hopelessly for the support of the governmental organization.